
COLLECT. CURATE. REFLECT? 
AN EXHIBITION AS LEVERAGE TO 
RETHINK. 

exhibition with discussants 
Nina Möllers (Biotopia), Sofia De la Rosa (University of Groningen), 
Imogen Humphris (University of Groningen), Roos Gellynck 
(OMGEVING)
moderated by Jeroen De Waegemaeker (ILVO)

While academics and practitioners share their experiences of communities 
and environments in transformation in the online conference ‘Spaces of 
Possibility’, the exhibition ‘Spaces of Possibility’ targets the local inhabitants 
of Brussels. It takes place from 7th to 11th of June 2021 in Brussels, Belgium. 
The exhibition is located in the greenhouse Parckfarm of the park Thurn & 
Taxis, which is the home base of a local NGO that organizes many community-
building activities such as a communal garden and cooking workshops. This 
non-academic counterpart to the conference aims to engage with it’s visitors, 
to inspire them and to spark a debate about transformations. During the 
keynote debate the audience gets a virtual tour of the exhibition and learns 
about the scope and design of the exhibition. The exhibition ‘Spaces of 
Possibility’ serves as a case study to discuss the added value of exhibitions 
in research processes and in day-to-day community building. 

Who is Nina Möllers?

Nina Möllers is the head of BIOTOPIA Lab and the events’ department at 
BIOTOPIA - Naturkundemuseum Bayern in Munich. From 2009 to 2018, she 
was researcher and exhibition curator at the Deutsches Museum, where she 
curated the first large exhibition on the Anthropocene. Her main focus of 
research is cultural studies, Anthropocene and environmental studies, and 
museum studies. Nina Möllers holds a Ph.D. in History and has studied in 
Tübingen, Trier, Nashville and Palo Alto, CA. She is editor and author of a 
number of books and articles in German and English, f.ex. Materializing the 
Medium: Staging the Age of Humans in the Exhibition Space. In: Zeitschrift für 
Medien- und Kulturforschung. FOCUS Mediocene. 9/1 (2018), 85-101;Cur(at)
ing the Planet: How to Exhibit the Anthropocene and Why. In: Anthropocene. 
Envisioning the Future of the Age of Humans, RCC Perspectives 3 (2013), 
ed. Helmuth Trischler, 57-66. and Objects in Motion: Globalizing Technology. 
Washington, DC: Smithsonian Institution Scholarly Press, 2016 (with B. 
Dewalt); Past and Present Energy Societies. How Energy Connects Politics, 
Technologies and Cultures. Bielefeld: transcript, 2012 (with K. Zachmann).

Wed, Jun 9th; 09:30 - 10:20

Who is Sofia De La Rosa?

Sofia De la Rose is trained as an environmental historian and has a MA 
in Latin American Studies. Her research interests lie in society’s vital 
relationship with water and how it is mediated by the different interactions, 
technologies and imaginaries around water. She currently is a PhD student 
at the University of Groningen where she studies how urban post-industrial 
cities with an extended network of waterways evolved, comparing the cases 
of Coventry (UK) and Rotterdam (NL). Sofia is a co-curator of the exhibition 
‘Spaces of Possibility’.

Who is Imogen Humphris? 

Formally trained in architecture, Imogen Humphris explores the bottom 
up emergence of resilience in urban contexts and the responsive role of 
designers. Over the last 10 years her work has become increasingly focused 
on civic initiatives, both formal and informal, acting as a participant, community 
planning facilitator and researcher. She currently is a PhD student at the 
University of Groningen where she researches the transformational impact 
created by experimental civic initiatives working within the context of the post-
industrial city. Imogen is a co-curator of the exhibition ‘Spaces of Possibility’.

Who is Roos Gellynck? 
Roos Gellynck is trained as an interior architect and scenographer. She is 
a  space creator, graphic designer and professional dreamer and currently 
teaches a course on urban inclusion at KU Leuven. Together with her 
colleagues of the Antwerp-based design office OMGEVING, Roos designed 
the exhibition ‘Spaces of Possibility’ (7th until 11th of June, Brussels), which 
is part of this confex and the Recoms project.

Who is Jeroen De Waegemaeker? 
Jeroen De Waegemaeker is trained as an architect, engineer and spatial 
planner. In his doctoral research ‘Climate-proof through Design’ he explored 
the pivotal role of open spaces, and farmland in particular, in adapting peri-
urban areas to climate change. Currently Jeroen is involved at ILVO in various 
research projects in the field of spatial planning, climate adaptation and 
agricultural innovation. Jeroen has coordinated the development process of 
the exhibition ‘Spaces of Possibility’.
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