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Wise governance in peri-urban areas
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Peri-urban ?
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“A ‘messy’ yet opportunistic space in policy and

decision making processes, the rural-urban

fringe remains confused and ‘disintegrated’ 

lacking sufficient understanding and explicit 

attention for sustainable management as places

in their own right.“

(Scott, A., et al., 2013)

What are peri-urban areas? 
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A head-scratcher throughout Europe 
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“Country-specific research 

can benefit from findings

from other countries to

push the frontier of 

what is known a little

further.”

(Alterman, R., 1995)
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We are PROSPERA!
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RURAL URBAN

Different territorial contexts



8

Different policy contexts
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Different policy goals and ambitions
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So different,…

Περιαστικός [suburban] 

Nevelstad [nebular city] 

Peremvárosi [peri-urban] 

Città diffusa [diffused city] 

Stadsnära områd [area nearby the city] 
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So different, yet so alike!
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What are the peri-urban challenges?
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Negociating with (new) big (branch) plants (CC08)
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Balancing conservation and development at 

heritage sites (CC25)
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Connecting peri-urban areas to the city (CC18)
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Afforestation of the peri-urban area (CC21)

50.000 extra trees by 2024
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Improving the city-agriculture relationship (CC13)
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Peri-urban policies?
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“It is apparent that new policies and tools 

are necessary to control and channel 

urban expansion so that (peri-)urban 

areas can develop in a more sustainable 

manner”

(European Environment Agency, 2006)
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Innovations in data collection

GP Envirosense
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Innovations in stakeholder involvement

GP Village walks  
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Innovations in business models 

GP Kouzina festival
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Innovations in governance

GP Food council (part of Gent en Garde)
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Innovations in thematic integration

GP Greenways
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Peri-urban policies

transferability?
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“Transferring a good practice/or 

policy is like taking a plant from

one pot to another, which is a 

quite delicate activity: the

grounds may be different, one

needs to add some water or 

fertilozer and the results is far 

from being guaranteed””

(De Vos et al., 2016)
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Reggio Emilia workshop, a plant shop?
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Transfering GPs from one context to another

Public support?

Political support?Skills?

Legislation?

Procedure?

Financial resource?



31

Knowledge exchange

What are peri-urban challenges?

Do we share challenges? 

Which good practices address

these challenges?

Why is this a good example? 

Can we transfer this practice?



Project smedia

Thank you! 

Questions welcome


