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Structures 

The formal, physical, 
legal and economic 
aspects of functioning 
restricting and 
enabling practices 

Cultures 

The cognitive, 
discursive, normative 
and ideological aspects 
of functioning involved 
in the sense-making of 
practices 

Practices 

The  routines, habits, 
formalisms, procedures 
and protocols by which 
actors maintain the 
functioning of the 
societal system 

 

AF-project in Flanders (2014-2019) 

Research questions 

Methodologies  

Problem statement 

Agricultural intensification 
and scaling 

Greening the CAP through 
agroforestry?  

Flanders, 2011-2015: subsidy program for 
modern AF systems BUT response of 

farmers remains very low 

Flanders, 1960’s: naturally 
integrated land use systems  

Flanders, 2000: trees and hedgerows 
on and between agricultural parcels 

have largely disappeared 

Farming Systems Development Research 
Research questions: 

1. Why do agroforestry 
systems despite their 
benefits currently not 
have a breakthrough in 
Flanders? 

2. Which requirements are 
necessary to give 
incentives for the 
breakthrough of 
agroforestry systems in 
Flanders? 

3. Which organized or 
market-based 
governance models can 
foster agroforestry 
implementation by 
using the benefits of 
agroforestry to create 
value for society? 

 

 

 

Discourse Analysis 

Document analysis 

Analysis of literature, 
newspaper articles, 

recordings, etc.  

Open interviews  

with farmers and other SH  

Identification and 
classification of SH 

Stakeholder & Social 
Network Analysis 

Semi-structured interviews 

Focus groups  

to place SH in power-interest 
diagram 

Follow-up of 
starters 

Open interviews 

with AF adopters, 
repeated over time 

Who are the different SH 
involved, what is their 

interest/power, and how are  
they related? 

What are the structures, 
cultures and practices that 

make AF at this moment 
unattractive for farmers? What 

is the impact of context? 

What are the 
experiences of starters 

over time?   

Action research 

Market & chain 
research 

Choice experiments 

What are possible markets 
for AF-products? Which 

alternative financing and 
marketing schemes can 

further support AF adoption? 

Economic modelling  

at farm level Q-methodology 

Partici-
patory 

approach 

Interdisci- 

plinarity 

Systems 
thinking 

Reflexivity 
Conceptual 

triangulation 

Agroforestry in Flanders:  

An economically viable answer to 
the demand for agroecological 
production methods? 


